
Extract from Hansard 
[ASSEMBLY — Thursday, 2 November 2017] 

 p5368d-5369a 
Mr Zak Kirkup 

 [1] 

CITY OF MANDURAH — LOCAL GOVERNMENT ELECTIONS 
Statement by Member for Dawesville 

MR Z.R.F. KIRKUP (Dawesville) [12.56 pm]: I rise today to acknowledge the result of the recent local 
government elections held in the City of Mandurah. At the outset, I would like to take this opportunity to recognise 
the service of the outgoing mayor, Marina Vergone. Marina served our city for four years and during this time 
oversaw the delivery of some key infrastructure projects, such as the new traffic bridge, the foreshore 
redevelopment and the Mandurah Aquatic and Recreation Centre—all important developments that were funded 
by the previous Liberal–National state government. I would like to thank Marina for dedicating herself to 
Mandurah for these past four years, and for the opportunity she gave me in working alongside her since my election 
to the electorate of Dawesville. 

I would also like to take this opportunity to congratulate Marina’s successor, Mr Rhys Williams. Rhys has worked 
hard in his previous roles for community organisations and not-for-profits right across Mandurah and the Peel 
region. Rhys has a clear passion for our community and I know he will continue the good work of our previous 
mayors in his newly elected position. 

As I reflect on the most recent local government elections, I think it is worth noting in this place that three of the 
four elected representatives of Mandurah are all members of generation Y: the member for Canning is 35, the 
mayor is 29 and I, begrudgingly, am 30. Together with our elder statesman, the member for Mandurah, I am 
incredibly excited to be able to work with all elected members at all levels of government to bring fresh ideas and 
new purpose to tackling the issues our community faces. 

The City of Mandurah elections were hard-fought, and I congratulate all those candidates who stood, whether they 
were successful or not, in the spirit of wanting to dedicate themselves to our beautiful city. With these new 
elections, these new elected representatives, and a new mayor, I look forward to a very bright future and I look 
forward to working with the members for Canning and Mandurah and the mayor, the chief executive officer and 
the council to do all we can to help make Mandurah the very best it can be. 
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